








THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
INCIDENT REPORT 

 
Year-Case Number:  20-6081 
Detective:    A. Clark    
ID Number:    1I93  
Date:     03-04-21  
Person(s)/Items Entered 
  WACIC:  
  NCIC:  
Signed Stolen Attached:  
List other documents attached reference case: 
 
- copy Jeffrey Martin’s department of licensing information 
-copy of Jeffrey Martins’ voter envelope 
-copy of Makenzie Latus’s voter envelope 
-copy of Brandon Latus’s voter envelope 
-copy of Brandon Latus’s department of licensing information 
 
Narrative: 
 
On December 9th, 2020, Lieutenant Cameron Simper requested I investigate a 
possible voter fraud case that was discovered by the Thurston County Elections 
Office.   
 
On December 10th, 2020, I contacted Elections Supervisor Lynnette Milton via 
the phone. I identified myself to her and explained the reason for the call. Ms. 
Milton informed me as the Elections Supervisor some of her duties are the 
following: supervise employees, oversees voter registration and processing, 
signature verification process and budget. Ms. Milton explained that the elections 
office suspects two mail in ballots for the November 2020 election as being 
possibly fraudulent. Ms. Milton recommended me contacting Elections Specialist 
Jack Mongin for further details regarding this issue.   
 
I contacted Elections Specialist Jack Mongin at which time I identified myself and 
explained that I had previously spoken with Elections Supervisor, Lynnette 
Milton.  Mr. Mongin advised that his duties as an Elections Specialist are 
ensuring ballots are sent out to voters as well as conducting the signature 
verification process.  Mr. Mongin proceeded to explain that on November 18th, 
2020, the Thurston County Elections Office received word from the Elections 
Manager that the Secretary of State did not release a pending deceased list for 
October 2020. According to Mr. Mongin, once the data for the deceased list was 
available, this information was used to compare it to the statewide voter 
registration system. The date was used to see all the voters who returned a ballot 
for the November 3rd, 2020, general election.  It was discovered that there were 



potentially 13 deceased voters with their corresponding envelopes that were 
located.  
 
Mr. Mongin explained that upon comparing signatures on the ballots to the 
registrations and date of death’s, 11 of those 13 ballots appeared to have been 
signed prior to their dates of death, making them valid. Mr. Mongin said the 
remaining two signatures for a Jeffrey Martin and a Donna Phillips, appeared 
suspicious.  
 
According Mr. Mongin, Jeffrey Martin registered to vote through Washington 
State Department of Licensing on July 13th, 2020.  The address Mr. Martin 
provided as a Thurston County registered voter was 2330 Pleasanton Ct SE 
Olympia, Washington. Mr. Mongin said Mr. Martin’s ballot was turned in to Fire 
District 3 Station 34 in Lacey on October 18th, 2020.  According to Mr. Mongin, 
Mr. Martin’s ballot was accepted during the first signature verification check and 
the ballot was ultimately processed as a valid ballot for the November election.  
 
Mr. Mongin said the ballot had been signed with a purple pen and dated August 
5th, 2020. Mr. Mongin explained that on August 5th, 2020, ballots had not even 
been “programmed” yet.  On November 17th, 2020, Mr. Mongin said that Mr. 
Martin’s voter status had been changed from active to pending after discovering 
a date of death of August 6th, 2020.  Mr. Mongin explained that on November 
18th, 2020, Mr. Martin’s ballot was pulled and examined further by the ballot 
processing team which included signature comparisons.  I was advised that Mr. 
Martin’s envelope signature was compared to his Washington State Department 
of Licensing signature and noted to be two different signatures.  
 
According to Mr. Mongin, the other occupants who were registered voters (since 
September 1st, 2020) using 2330 Pleasanton Ct SE were, Brandon Charles Latus 
and Makenzie Latus.   Mr. Mongin discovered that the Latus’s returned their 
ballots at the same fire station drop box on October 13th, 2020.  Mr. Mongin said 
that both ballots were accepted and neither signatures matched the signature on 
Jeffrey Martins envelope and the color of the ink was different as well. Mr. 
Mongin advised that the Elections Office did not even send the ballots to the post 
office, to be mailed to the voters, until October 7th, 2020.  
 
Mr. Mongin provided Jeffrey Martin’s DOL information as well as a copy of the 
ballot envelope. I also compared the signatures and it was obvious the 
signatures were different. I noted Mr. Martin’s DOL address to be 2330 
Pleasanton Ct SE in Lacey, Washington.  I contacted the Pierce County Medical 
Examiners Office regarding Jeffrey Martin’s death and confirmed that he died 
from a motorcycle collision on August 6th, 2020, in Pierce County.   
 
On March 8th, 2021, at approximately 1100 hours, I contacted Makenzie Latus 
via the phone regarding this case.  I identified myself to Makenzie and explained 
the reason for the call.  Makenzie confirmed that her father Jeffrey Martin did 



pass away on August 6th, 2020, in Tacoma.  Makenzie confirmed that her father 
was staying with her and her husband Brandon from March 2020 up until his 
death in August.  Makenzie said she doesn’t recall ever seeing her father’s ballot 
come in the mail.  Makenzie said she doesn’t recall her father filling out his ballot 
either however does recall her filling out her and Brandon filling out his ballot. I 
asked Makenzie how she receives mail and she said they have a locking 
mailbox.  I asked Makenzie if she has ever had any issues with their mail and he 
said they have had packages stolen however never had any damage to their 
mailbox where mail has been stolen by force.  Makenzie denied filling out her 
father’s ballot and sending it in.  Makenzie also informed me that her sister 
Caitlyn Small is currently living with them and moved in with them in October 
2020.  
 
Upon speaking with Brandon Latus, I identified myself to him and explained the 
reason for the call. Brandon said he was with Jeffrey Martin on the motorcycle 
ride when he died back in August.  Brandon said he is pretty sure he remembers 
watching his father in law fill out his ballot before he died.  I informed Brandon 
that would be impossible given the fact that the ballots were not mailed to voters 
until October 2020.  Brandon said he was pretty sure he remembers getting his 
ballot back in June or July of 2020.  I asked Brandon if he filled out Jeffrey 
Martin’s ballot and he said, “no.” Brandon said he was active duty and a public 
safety officer and “I’m not stupid I’m familiar with the rules.” Brandon said he was 
active duty up until May 2020. I informed Brandon that if he has any additional 
information to add he has my contact number. I also advised Brandon that this 
case currently is being handled at the state level however if could move to the 
federal level. My phone call conversation with Brandon Latus then ended.  
 
I then called Caitlyn Small at which time I identified myself and explained the 
reason for the call. Caitlyn said she moved in with her sister Makenzie at the end 
of October after living in Oklahoma.  Caitlyn advised that she is not a registered 
voter in the State of Washington.  Caitlyn said she believes she heard Brandon 
talking about how he voted however very vaguely. Caitlyn did not have any 
information about who filled out her father’s ballot.  
 
I re-examined Brandon Latus’s signature on his voter registration compared to 
the signature on Jeffrey Martin’s ballot and noted the style to be closer than of 
Makenzie Latus’s signature.  
 
I re-contacted Brandon and informed him that it was confirmed that the general 
election ballots were not mailed out until October 2020.  Brandon also asked 
when confronted again with the details about the ballot, he asked what the vote 
was on the ballot. I informed Brandon that I don’t have access to the ballot it’s 
self at this time and that it doesn’t matter for this investigation.  Brandon also 
asked why the Sheriff’s Office even cares about this since the elections is over.  I 
informed Brandon this is a fraud investigation and after looking closer at his 



signature compared to Makenzie’s signature, the signature on Jeffrey’s ballot is 
closer to his style than his wife’s and he said, “ok.”  
 
Brandon said there is a chance that he may have filled out the ballot thinking it 
was his however it would not have been on purpose. Brandon would not admit to 
knowlying filling out Jeffrey Martin’s ballot on purpose.  
 
At approximately 1230 hours, on March 8th, 2021, I received a call from Brandon 
Latus. Brandon informed me that he would like to provide another version to his 
story.  Brandon said after I ended our phone call earlier, he and his wife as well 
as were talking about this incident.  Brandon advised that 

reminded him that yes, he did in fact fill out 
Jeffrey Martin’s ballot.   
 
According to Brandon, was studying Washington State History in 
school. Brandon said one of the topics he was studying was the voting process.  
According to Brandon asked, “what a ballot looks like it” and went over 
how to vote. Brandon said he used Jeffrey Martin’s ballot to show this 
process. Brandon said he showed the ballot itself and showed 
where to sign the name and, “I did that.” Brandon admitted to signing Jeffrey 
Martin’s ballot.   
 
 According to Brandon on the day they dropped the ballots off, he said he had 

go inside the house and grab the ballots. Brandon said, “it’s my fault”, 
that he didn’t tell not to grab Grandpa Jeffrey’s ballot. Brandon said he 
then drove to the fire station and dropped the ballots off. Brandon again said, “it’s 
my fault for not paying attention.”   I asked Brandon if there are any other details 
regarding this incident I needed to know and he said no.  
 
I told Brandon that he has now involved and if this is not the 
way this actually took place, to let me know and he said ok. This ended our 
phone conversation.  
 
This story still doesn’t make a lot of sense especially given the fact that the 
envelope was dated the day before Jeffrey Martin died, the ballots were not even 
in circulation in August 2020 and Brandon Latus signed Jeffrey’s ballot different 
than the way he normally signs.  
 
I request this report be forwarded to the Thurston County Prosecutor’s Office for 
review.  
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