
 Diane Dondero
 (Prefers Democratic Party)

9Primary Election - August 2, 2016. Audio, PDF and text versions of the pamphlet available at ThurstonVotes.org

Thurston County Partisan Office

Only voters in District No. 1 may vote on this position.
County Commissioner, District No. 1 - Four Year Term - Vote For One

The three-member county commission is both a local government and a subdivision of state government. Its primary responsibility 
is serving as the general purpose local government and legislative authority outside city limits. Many county responsibilities are 
mandated by state law; others are permitted by state law, allowing considerable local discretion. The commission is responsible for 
county policies relating to public safety and health, community development, human services, environmental protection, solid waste, 
county finance, transportation, parks and recreation, and other state legislative-directed duties.

Everyone in our community matters.  With that fundamental 
value in place everything else becomes clear.  Thurston 
County has serious needs: our mentally ill, our homeless 
veterans, and our working poor are often forgotten.  I believe 
in open and accountable government that recognizes every 
citizen. 

I am a husband, a father and a public servant. As a 
5-year Olympia City Councilmember, I have demonstrated 
compassionate, balanced leadership. My role as chair of the 
Olympia City Council Finance Committee and chair of Olympic 
Regional Clean Air Agency Board reflect my experience as an 
effective policy-maker. A seasoned executive, I am the 
Director of United Ways of the Pacific Northwest, and a proud 
member of the Olympia Rotary Club.

I stand with workers asking for workplace equity and living 
wages. I’m dedicated to helping small businesses thrive in 
our communities. As a commissioner, I will create accessible 
government that builds our economic engine and supports our 
workers.

Parks and recreation, air and water quality, well maintained 
roads and infrastructure, these are things universal to us all. 
These essential functions of government are driven by our 
values. Vote for me to keep our values on the Thurston 
County Commission. Everyone in our community matters.

 Jim Cooper
 (Prefers Democratic Party)

Friends of Jim Cooper; 120 State Ave NE #101, Olympia, WA 98501;
(360) 451-9053; jim@electjimcooper.com; electJimCooper.com

I am running for County Commissioner to create a more 
prosperous, beautiful, and sustainable Thurston County.  
As School Board President and community leader I have 
provided a collaborative perspective to the issues facing our 
county. With your help, we will work to improve public safety, 
create jobs, and protect our environmental resources.

I have the commitment to community needed on the 
commission. I am a fourth generation Washingtonian and have 
led school bond and parks levies, Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary Club, United Way, Planning Commission, Providence 
Hospital, Washington Center, Capitol Lake, Heritage Park, and 
YMCA. I was also named Thurston County Citizen of the Year 
and Rotarian of the Year.

I have lived in Olympia for 34 years where I have raised three 
children and built a successful business and law practice. 
I have served as an Assistant Attorney General, Thurston 
County Deputy Prosecutor, and as a private attorney. I also 
serve as a Pro Tem Judge in District and Municipal Court.  

My community service and bipartisan approach to problem 
solving have earned me the support of Democrats, 
Republicans, and Non-Partisans. In fact, my Honorary 
Campaign Co-Chairs are Democrat Les Eldridge and 
Republican Ralph Munro.  For further information see:  
http://voteallenmiller.com/

 Allen Miller
 (States No Party Preference)

Citizens for Allen Miller; 1801 West Bay Dr NW Ste 205, Olympia, WA 
98502; (360) 754-9156; allen@atmlawoffice.com; voteallenmiller.com

It’s time for a new direction for Thurston. Many of you know 
me as a champion of the citizens of Thurston County against 
waste and overregulation. I’m proud that I have been able to 
contribute much to the process over the years, but I believe it 
has now become necessary for me to run for a position where 
I can even make a greater difference.   

I’ve developed the Pettit Plan (pettitplan.com) which 
outlines my platform. I developed this plan with knowledge 
and experience as a successful business person and as a 
private citizen.  My approach is “common sense.” The Pettit 
Plan addresses many issues including eliminating waste, 
and eliminating unnecessary regulation, while protecting 

the beautiful environment we enjoy. I will increase public 
safety through adequately funding our law enforcement. I will 
accomplish my goals without raising your taxes or adding any 
new taxes. 

I’m a native of Thurston County. My father was a County 
Commissioner. I’ve serve my community by sharing my 
property “The Deschutes River Ranch” with families, friends 
and schools.

I’m asking for the opportunity to work for you and I’m also 
asking for your vote. 

 Jon Pettit
 (Prefers Independent Party)

9725 Rich Rd SE, Olympia, WA 98501; (360) 951-8888;
jon@jonpettit.us; jonpettit.com

Diane is a retired in-home care provider of 25 years serving 
a broad spectrum of Washington families. “Working with the 
terminally ill and infirm instilled in me a strong advocacy for 
individual rights and personal freedom. I learned to listen, 
do my research and come to the table ready to find creative 
solutions.”  

County commissioners wear the hat of “city council” for 
unincorporated Thurston residents. “As your next District One 
Commissioner, I will provide equal representation, promote 
plain talk in place of legalese, and work to solve problems 
collaboratively before enforcement is needed. I want to make 
local government more inclusive, accessible, and helpful, and 
to better support property rights and individual freedom.”

The middle class has become poorer. The impoverished have 
become homeless.  We can no longer afford business as 
usual. “Private property owners, service workers and retirees 
are not the best resource to fill county coffers.  We are 
smarter and can do better than that.  I want to incentivize 21st 
century ideas that not only rebuild the economy, but reverse 
this downward spiral for all residents of Thurston County.

“Let’s build on the momentum for change to put the people’s 
voice at the forefront of the decision-making process.”
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16940 Russian Hill Ln SE, Rainier, WA 98576; (360) 446-5746;
thepeoplescandidate@teachgeniusfirst.com; teachgeniusfirst.com



Vote for common sense, representation, compassion, and 
integrity on the County Commission. It is time to rethink the 
past and retool our future; creating a healthy community 
requires collaboration, problem-solving, policy making, and 
grace under fire. 

A major issue is the “gopher plan” (HCP), which could cost 
county residents $151 million in administration and $1 
million in litigation. Misguided policy-making also cost county 
residents $13 million in the Maytown lawsuit. The county has 
lost more than $1 million in annual sales tax revenue due to 
lost business. This is wrong!

Here is my commitment to you: I support property rights and 
I’ll protect employment and the environment for our kids and 
grandkids. I have reinforced my 35-year law enforcement 
career with these professional tools: a graduate degree, a 
Fulbright scholarship, adjunct professor, and author of a book 
on mental health. My education and experience will help me 
improve our community’s mental health by reducing stigma, 
addressing chemical dependency, and pursuing innovative 
justice. 

We can have reasoned and balanced policy, protecting 
individuals, businesses, and the environment with community 
representation. As your commissioner, I will provide the 
leadership and care that you deserve. I ask for your vote. 
Thank you. 

 John (Hutch) Hutchings
 (Prefers Independent Party)

1910 4th Ave E PMB 170, Olympia, WA 98506; (360) 742-2529; 
votehutch@gmail.com; votehutch.com
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Thurston County Partisan Offices
Only voters in District No. 1 may vote on this position.

County Commissioner, District No. 1 - Four Year Term - Vote For One

Only voters in District No. 2 may vote on this position.
County Commissioner, District No. 2 - Four Year Term - Vote For One

We need less partisan politics and more common sense in the 
courthouse.  This is why I am running with no party affiliation 
as your only non-partisan, independent candidate for position 
2.

My family has lived in Thurston County for seven generations.  
This should be the best place to live and work for all our 
friends and family. Unfortunately, there have been some poor 
decisions made at the courthouse; although probably well 
meaning, they have cost us millions of dollars and have stalled 
the economic engine in Thurston County.  We can do better 
for our citizens, businesses and generations to come. 

Starting my public service in the army, I then worked 37 years 
in law enforcement, the last 20 as your elected sheriff.  I will 
bring leadership, integrity and fairness to the commission.  
We can protect the environment and revitalize the economy. 
By listening and working together, we can make good 
decisions creating a strong economic climate which provides 
opportunities for all.

People are our most important resource, and my job will be to 
ensure that you are protected and supported.  I am honored to 
serve you, and I ask for your support and your vote. 

 Gary Edwards
 (States No Party Preference)

PO Box 1023; Rainier, WA 98576-1023; 360-894-2812;
gary@garyedwards4commissioner.com;
garyedwards4commissioner.com

I’ve spent my career building up non-profit organizations 
that matter to Thurston County. I worked as Director of 
Development for The Evergreen State College before stepping 
back to run for office. I also led development teams for the 
Thurston County Food Bank and the Washington Secretary of 
State’s office.

This election is about Thurston County’s future. New 
families and new jobs are headed our way. As a resident of 
unincorporated Thurston County, I know this growth will come 
with challenges: planning how we use our natural resources, 
protecting rural lifestyles from urban encroachment, and 
providing vital services to vulnerable populations like seniors 
and the housing-distressed.

I want Thurston County to be a place that looks toward our 
future with ambition and optimism. We can move forward as 
an inclusive place to live and grow if we’re willing to work 
together. With smart and focused policies, we can protect 
our open lands, promote sustainable economic growth in 
unincorporated areas, and build a social service network that 
leaves no one behind.

I’m running for Thurston County Commissioner to build our 
shared future. I’m honored to be endorsed by elected officials 
from across Thurston County, and I’d be honored to earn your 
vote.

 Kelsey Hulse
 (Prefers Democratic Party)

Why wait? Return your ballot as soon as you vote!
•	 Drop it off in one of our 26 ballot drop boxes

Locations listed on page 4        

						      Or

•	 Mail it in using a first-class stamp

This helps keep down election costs and allows more time to resolve any issues with your signature.

Candidates for Democratic and Republican Precinct Committee Officer (PCO) will appear on 
your ballot but not in the Local Voters’ Pamphlet. For a list of who’s running for PCO, please 
visit ThurstonVotes.org.

Return Your Ballot Early

Precinct Committee Officers

Friends of Kelsey Hulse; PO Box 3623, Lacey, WA 98509;
(360) 525-3558; Kelsey@kelseyhulse.com; kelseyhulse.com


